Chronic granulomatous disease: diagnosis and classification at the molecular level.
Chronic granulomatous disease (CGD) is caused by the failure of phagocytes to produce microbicidal derivatives of molecular oxygen, such as hydrogen peroxide. It is one of the best characterized of the phagocyte disorders and represents an important consideration in the differential diagnosis of recurrent infections. The clinical, biochemical, and molecular genetic aspects of CGD are reviewed in this context in this article.